Inverted papilloma invading the orbit through the nasolacrimal duct: a case report.
Inverted papillomas of the nose and paranasal sinuses are uncommon neoplasms, characterized by their tendency to recur and by their association with malignancy and invasive potential to the adjacent structures. The authors report a case of recurrent inverted papilloma of the nasal cavity and sinuses that eventually invaded the orbit through the nasolacrimal duct. Assessment and management of a 47-year-old patient who presented with epiphora, left medial canthal area mass, proptosis and lateral displacement of his left eye associated with significant nasal obstruction. Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging studies revealed a mass filling the nasal cavities and sinuses, invading the left orbit without destruction of any orbital walls. During excision of the tumor, it was learned that the orbital component of the tumor was connected with the sinonasal tumor through the nasolacrimal duct without any bony defects of the orbit. Histopathology of tumor proved to be inverted papilloma with areas of malignant transformation. Athough a rare cause of proptosis, inverted papilloma with orbital invasion must be considered in the differential diagnosis of nasosinus tumors invading the orbit. The case presented demonstrates that these tumors may invade the orbit through the nasolacrimal duct in the absence of orbital wall defects.